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8 NASTASIA & GEORGE

Perspectives mondiales sur la guerre de l'information dans le contexte de la guewe
en Ltlcraine

R6sum6 : Le dossier < Crisis Communication and Challenges of Disinformation in an

Era of Information Warfare; The Ukraine War >, publi6 par ESACHESS : Journalfor
Communication Studies plus t6t cette ann6e (2023), a offert un forum pour aborder les

aspects li6s d la fois dr I'efficacit6 et aux implications 6thiques du type particulier de

communication de crise constitu6 par la communication en temps de guerre. Ce

numdro sp6cial, < La guerre mondiale de l'information num6rique dans le contexte de

la guerre en Ukraine >, publi6 par la relue d titre de suivi, offre l'occasion de discuter
plus en d6tail des aspects li6s d la manidre dont la guerre est pergue et mise en ceuwe

dans le monde entier.

Mots-cl6s : gueffe de f information, guerre en Ukraine, d6sinformation,
communication de crise

An article published by the Associated ,** OP) specifies that the war between
Russia and Ukraine which has been unfolding since February 2022 is not only "the
deadliest conflict in Europe since World War II," but also the first war "to see

algorithms and TikTok videos deployed alongside fighter planes and tarks" (Klepper
2023). While traditional warfare has been employed in the battle for local territories,
information warfare has been used in the fight for aid and support fiom local to global
settings. Under such circumstances, there is a critical need for scholarship that can

help explain the roles played in the Ukraine war by algorithms and the forms of digital
communication they help propagate and strengthen. Specifically, scholarship can

account for the ways in which algorithms and communication platforms contribute to
the spread of specific types of messages with appeal to particular audiences. The
special issue "Crisis Communication and Challenges of Disinformation in an Era of
Information Warfare: The llkraine War," published by ESSACHESS: Journal for
Communication Studies earlier this year (2023), offered a forum for addressing
aspects related to both the effectiveness and the ethical implications of the particular
type of crisis communication constituted by warlime communication. This special
issue, "The Global Digital Information Warfare in the Context of the Ukraine War,"
published by ESSACHESS. Journal for Communication Studies as a follow-up,
provides an opporhrnity to further discuss aspects related to how the war is perceived
and acted upon worldwide.

According to AP News, while Russia has relied heavily on state media outlets "to
spread pro-Russian talking points," Ukraine and its allies used the global power of
Western media and scored victories "by predicting Russia's next moves and by
revealing them publicly." Moreover, European govemments and U.S.-based tech
companies have sought "ways to turn off the Kremlin's propaganda megaphone" and
in particular to counter disinformation campaigns using thousands of fake social

media accounts (Klepper 202-l r
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IO NASTASIA & GEORGE

African nations for refusing to take a pro-Westem stance in the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine, but that such leaders fail to understand that war communication
and its results depend on the political consideration by recipients of information of the
direct and indirect belligerents. In the African context specifically, according to the
article, opinions on the armed conflict between Russia and Ukaine are less impacted

by the treatment of the news by the Western media, and more by the political
reputation of the waning parties and their strategic engagements in Africa. One of the
mistakes that some Westem leaders often make is assuming the African countries

share similar views on world issues. The continent is diverse, and countries therein
cannot be swayed in one direction solely by media engagement. The article,
"Reputation of the Russian Federation after the Invasion of Ukraine," uses survey
methodology to evaluate how the reputation ofthe Russian Federation changed in the

United States after the invasion of Ukraine. Based on a comparison of survey data
before and after the invasion of Ukraine, the study shows that the Russian Federation

suffered signifrcant reputational damage because of the invasion. Of significant note
is that respondents to a survey administered after the Russian invasion of Ukraine had

a negative view of the Russian political system and negative feelings toward Russia.
Interestingly, the only dimension of reputation that remained neutral, according to the
scale, was products and services, which highlights that there is potential for
commercial engagement of the United States with Russia after the war. Finally, the
article "Russian Academia in2022 and Research on Ukraine" offers a critical review
of academic research published in Russia in 2022 focusing on the Ukraine-Russia
crisis. According to this study, the attitude towards the war in Ukraine among Russian
academics was not monolithic. Russian academic arlicles that mention the Ukrainian
crisis include texts that openly suppotl Russia's military action, that cautiously allude
to disagreement with the authorities, or that treat the conflict objectively without
indicating a political view. Interestingly, as the article mentions, at the time of crisis,
Russian academics found relief from the performance of a song called "'We are no
zeros" at a concert in Moscow (IvasiRu, 2022).

Like the previous special issue on this topic, this special issue constitutes a space

in which communication scholars discuss the framing of the war and its long-term
implications. As outlined in the studies included in this special issue "The Global
Digital Information Warfare in the Context of the Ukraine War" (2023, vol. 16, no.
2), the Russian-Ukrainian war has provided opportunities to question the universality
of any specific ideology and has unveiled alarming similarities between democratic
and authoritarian political practices during conflict. This allows for the critical
consideration of various aspects of warfare and the ethics of information during
conflict.

While the list is not exhaustive, some potential lessons are deduced from the
articles included in this special issue as well as in the previous one:

Hybrid warfare is here to stay. Hybrid warfare, which combines conventional
military actions with non-military tools such as sophisticated information warfare, has

become a significant concem for nations worldwide.
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